Take Action NOW .
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This year featuring:

Jobs:

The Road to Jobs Now

Healthcare:

lllinois Covered
Kenneth Hall Hospital

Education:
Venice Charter High School

Listen to UCM speakers aidve your voice heard.

What are community values ? How do we change our community
and the world to better reflect those values?




Health Care Power Table: Our UCM leader has been UCM'’s ongoing represmetat
on the lllinois Adequate Health Care Task Forc@oamted by Governor Blagojevich a
legislative leaders. This task force worked hargromote an affordable health care
program, accessible to all residents of Illinoishwgrevention or wellness as a primar
theme. The lllinois Legislature balked at the pregddhat was presented to fund the
program and the program as presented did not pa€3M continues to work with the
Campaign for Better Health Care and other alligsush our State and Federal legisla
to create legislation that will resolve the fundiegue and provide health care for all.

In addition, many UCM leaders attended a hearingast St. Louis. A UCM pastor
spoke against the proposed closing of Kenneth Hiadpital in East St. Louis and
sharply curtailing medical services at Touchettgi®®al Hospital in Centerville. This
would certainly cause hardship to senior residenthose without transportation. The
proposed site for a new facility in Sauget is natesssible by public transportation and
simply too far away for residents of East St. Louis

Education Task Force: With the closure of the Venice Charter Schoadd, tdsk force
sought to find alternate schools for the 31 stuslerith preference for Madison and/or
Granite City School Districts. The Lahr-Well Acaalgin Glen Carbon offered free
tuition but cost of books and transportation prdbkibmost students from attending. At
present, students are enrolled in East St. LoudsLawejoy schools. UCM leaders had
consulted Robert Daiber, Regional Superintendefcbibols but no action could be
taken until next school year.

Economic, Transportation & Urban Sprawl/Re-Developnent Task Force:UCM
“Jobs” task force members joined other grassroaarazations in Washington, DC to
discuss issues, refine positions, and lobby cosgreCM “Jobs” Task Force chair ang
Gamaliel Metro-equity organizers are acknowledgetha experts on workforce
development. They authored the article “One Millood Jobs” which appeared in t
spring 2007 issue dace, Poverty, and the Environment

UCM participated in the discussions and signedMb®OT [-64 stakeholders’
agreement — an agreement that made $2.5 millioilaal@for pre-apprenticeship
training and contractor incentives. MoDOT showsghtvity in devising a plan to ma
30% of the work hours available to move low incopeople of color, and women
through the apprenticeship process.

The Gamaliel affiliates, in Chicago and Quad Ciiesas and UCM met to coordinate
statewide effort to move the JOBS NOW program tghothe General Assembly. UC
is working with Rep. Jay Hoffman, Chair of the Tsportation Committee, and Senatg
James Clayborne, member of the Black Caucus, todadche JOBS NOW provisions |
the Capital bill to build and repair infrastructure

UCM and the Greater Madison County Federation diotdnave joined forces to suppf
low wage workers. Common goals include passageFos€edom of Choice (right to
unionize) Act in lllinois and to educate the puliditc the unjust practices of Wal-Matrt.







